.

Battle of the Somme. Major
Anglo-French offensive
launched in Picardy. On

the opening day, the

British Army suffers 57,470
casualties, including 19,240
killed —its heaviest ever
casualty toll in a 24 hour
period. The battle continues
until 18 November.

David Lloyd George
appointed Secretary of State
for War in place of the late
Lord Kitchener

R

At Verdun, only five
kilometres (three miles)
from the city, the Germans
suspend their attacks in
order to move troops to
the Somme

.

Battle of Bazentin Ridge.
On the Somme, the British
launch a dawn attack that
captures the villages of
Bazentin and Longueval.
British and Indian cavalry
make a short-lived charge
towards High Wood.

FEBRUARY

mu

Conscription begins in
Britain when the Military
Service Act comes into
effect

R

Battle of Fromelles.
Australian and British troops
suffer heavy casualties in an
attack on the German line in
French Flanders.

R

Last German forces in the
Cameroons surrender to
British

R

Battle of Verdun. Following

a heavy bombardment,
Germans launch major
attack against the French
intending to cause heavy
casualties. Fighting
continues until 18
December.

R

Fort Douamont captured at
Verdun by the Germans

SEPTEMBER

-

First German airship shot
down over Britain, to the
north of London

R

British forces take
Dar es Salaam in
German East Africa

R

Austro-Hungarians launch
an attack against Italian
troops on the Asiago front
in the Italian alpine region
of Trentino, advancing up
to 19km (12 miles).
Continues until 10 June.

R

i

Second Military Service
Act passed by the British
parliament, extending
conscription to married
men

R

Daylight Saving (British
Summer Time) introduced
in Britain for the first time to
encourage longer working
hours in factories and on
farms

Battle of Flers-Courcelette
on the Somme. Allied forces
advance using the support
of tanks for the first time.

Village of Thiepval captured
on the Somme. Later the site
of the great Memorial to the
Missing.

i,

Battle of Jutland. British
Grand Fleet confronts the
German High Seas Fleet in
the North Sea, off the coast
of Denmark. Although the
British lose more ships, the
German fleet is driven back
to port and remains there for
the rest of the war.
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